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World Future Council Overview

Founded in 2004, The World Future Council is a group of 50 highly respected NGO leaders, educators, legislators, scientists, and writers from across the globe dedicated to actively implementing progressive social, environmental, and economic policy changes often stalemated by international institutions. The World Future Council (WFC) identifies necessary policies and works to develop new business models based on ethics and science and recognizing real wealth – climate, water, soil, air, and community health.
In July 2008, the World Future Council (WFC) opened a US office based in San Francisco and led by environmental activist Randy Hayes. The overarching topic addressed by WFC-USA is climate change solutions. The initial task of WFC-USA was to organize an educational workshop on Renewable Energy Payments (known as Feed-In Tariffs in Europe) for American energy industry insiders, environmental organizations, legislators, regulators, contractors, and utilities.
A Renewable Energy Payment (REP) is a legislated incentive structure designed to encourage/promote renewable energy systems. Utilities are obligated to purchase power from renewable sources (solar, wind, biomass, water, etc.) at above market rates set within the state, county, or local legislated policy. Specific prices are set for each specific energy source and energy producer. Any additional cost to the utility can be recouped by increasing costs to the larger customer base. This approach helps promote rapid deployment of renewable energy systems and create a market of scale that can eventually compete on a level playing field with traditional electricity production.
Renewable Energy Payment Workshop – October 12, 2008
On October 12, 2008 WFC-USA held its first workshop on Renewable Energy Payment policies in San Diego in conjunction with the Solar Power Conference. Entitled Renewable Energy Payments – The most effective Policy Option for Achieving Energy Security, Job Creation and the Rapid Deployment of Renewable Energy, the gathering surpassed expectations with 75-90 attendees at any given time during the day, all eager to learn more about the economic mechanisms and policies that is successfully propelling Europe’s renewable energy industry.
Participants included solar power industry insiders, wind energy producers, renewable energy NGO representatives from throughout the US, venture capitalists, energy policy advocates and analysts, climate change experts, utility and regulatory personnel, and government legislators including Assemblyman David Bobzien of Nevada and California’s Fran Pavley. The participant’s sign-in list is attached; not all who attended signed in.
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The goal of the workshop was to discuss policies that will stimulate a social, cultural, and financial investment in renewable energy projects in the US, and specifically in California drawing on German experiences with the Feed-in Tariff policy approach, the workshop was designed to focus on the need for REPs in the US, possible strategies for promoting them, and barriers that must be overcome on the state and federal levels. 
Achieved Objectives
· Increase awareness and understanding of German-style REPs, including their significant potential to address climate change, create new jobs, and support the solar photovoltaic industry

· Discuss the details of how to develop and implement the German feed-in approach in California

· Develop solutions for technical problems and political strategies in terms of implementing REPs

· Build coalitions and networks to support an REP policy approach

· Strengthen and support legislators and others currently working on, or interested in developing bills that introduce Renewable Energy Payments in the US
The day included three plenary sessions and two brief presentations and was emceed by WFC Climate Policy Officer Randy Hayes. Participants enjoyed lunch beforehand and socialized afterward at a hosted cocktail party. World Future Council Councillor David Krieger, President of the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, opened the workshop with a welcome address to the diverse audience. 
WFC-Germany’s Policy Officer on Climate and Energy Bianca Barth chaired the first panel Lessons From Europe – Deployment of Successful Renewable Policies which included Wilson Rickerson (Rickerson Energy Strategies), Gerhard Stryi-Hipp (BSW-Solar/German Solar Industry Association), and Paul Gipe (Wind-Works). The second panel – Potential Opportunity if Policies are Right – focused on California policy initiatives and included John Geesman (American Council for Renewable Energy), John White (Center for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Technologies, and Angelina Galiteva (World Council for Renewable Energy); the panel was chaired by Wilson Rickerson. The final business panel – What Policies will Bring Manufacturing and Support to the Solar Business – was chaired by John Burges (Knight Capital Markets) and included Raju Yenamandra (SolarWorld California), Todd Foley (BP Solar), and Lyle Rawlings (Advanced Solar Products).
Environmental Defense Fund’s Florida Climate Project Director Jerry Karnas spoke enthusiastically about success in the southern US and developing a national renewable energy effort with his presentation entitled  Launching a Campaign for REP “As American as mom, apple pie, and NASCAR: Winning in the American South.” A policy outlook presentation by Siddhartha Sen of Nextant’s Principal Petrochemical Development Group entitled Modeling for Grid Parity explored timelines for renewable and fossil fuel electricity pricing shifts.
The workshop received great attention from renewable energy advocates all over the US. Other industry leaders not in attendance even commented on the event. Mike Eckhart, President of the American Council on Renewable Energy (ACORE), sent a congratulatory message after the event and expressed his strong interest to collaborate in the future.
The Alliance for Renewable Energy (ARE), a North American Coalition to promote Renewable Energy Payments, was officially launched at the workshop. In terms of coalition-building this is a major achievement, since ARE was initiated as a follow-up from our first strategy workshop in March 2008 in Washington DC. Important solar industry players joined the pro-renewable energy policy coalition and are willing to support the promotion of state initiatives.
Solar Power International – October 13-16, 2008 

The Solar Power International conference started the day after our workshop. It was co-organized by the Solar Electric Power Association (SEPA) and the Solar Energy Industries Association (SEIA). Some 18,000 participants from all segments of the solar value chain (manufacturers, integrators and installers, and policymakers) attended the conference. 40% of registered attendees hold CEO, president or other executive management positions. 

The WFC presented together with SEPA Lessons learned from the Utility Fact Finding Mission to Germany at a Roundtable Discussion on the first day of the conference. About 200 participants attended the event, it was well received. All of the eight utility representatives sitting on the panel made positive statements with regard to the German Feed-in Tariff model and solar energy in general.  

We designed our pre-conference workshop to serve as a launch pad for Renewable Energy Payments. At least two-thirds of the workshop participants also attended Solar Power International and formed a group of renewable policy advocates raising questions during sessions and side events, bringing the issue on the agenda where possible. Last but not least, there were meetings throughout the week to strategize and brainstorm on how to proceed with the promotion of renewable policies in North America. 

Another highlight of Solar Power International was Ed Regan’s presentation on the initiative to implement a local renewable policy in the City of Gainesville, Florida. Ed Regan, Assistant General Manager of Gainesville Regional Utilities, took part in the Solar Fact Finding Mission to Germany, co-organized by WFC. Since returning to the US, he has been working intensely on bringing the concept to his home town. On October 12, 2008, the initiative was presented to the Mayor and the City Council. The feedback was overwhelmingly positive and it is very likely that next January Gainesville will be the first municipality in the US offering long-term payments for renewable energy. 
Conclusion
Momentum for Renewable Energy Payments or Feed-in Tariffs in the US is growing. Among the key states seeking their first renewable energy policies using some aspect of the German model are:

· Michigan – House Bill 5218 (2007)
· Florida – Climate Change Action Plan Committee investigating legislative alternatives

· Minnesota – House Bill 3537 (2008)

· Colorado – House Bill 1281 (2007)

· California – Assembly Bill 1969 established a limited REP system; Assembly Bill 1807 (2007) seeks to expand the program.

· Illinois – House Bill 5855 (2008)

· Wisconsin – State legislators reviewing the policy recommendations of the Governor’s Task Force on Global Warming.

· Vermont – Senate Bill 209 (2008)

· Rhode Island – House Bill H7616 (2008)

· Hawaii – House Bill 1748; Senate Bills 1223 and 1609 (all 2006-07)

In addition, a federal initiative, the Renewable Energy Jobs & Security Act (House of Representatives Bill 6401) is designed to promote and increase renewable electricity generation using a hybrid REP model. Introduced in June 2008, the Bill is co-sponsored by Jay Inslee (D-WA), William Delahunt (D-MA), Michael Honda (D-CA), Barbara Lee (D-CA), Betty McCollum (D-MN), and James McDermott (D-WA).

In the coming years, WFC-USA will work to strengthen grassroots advocacy efforts to promote renewable energy legislation at the local, state, and national levels.
We are especially pleased with the further development of a broad coalition supporting renewable energy policies. There was great enthusiasm and interest from participants on the issue of Feed-In Tariffs and Renewable Energy Policies. Strategies of how to go ahead with the advocacy work to implement them in the US were discussed and there was a strong commitment to further contribute to this important work.  

There is an urgent need to organize more workshops in different states to support local initiatives to get a Feed-in Tariff bill passed. At least two more workshops of a similar format will be held in 2009. WFC headquarters is also considering organizing another fact finding mission to Germany, concentrating on policy makers, legislators, and regulatory bodies from key states.
Budget

In addition to grants specifically for the REP Workshop, funds from general support grants were used.
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INCOME

As You Sow 5,000 $        5,000.00 $     

BP Solar 2,000 $        2,000.00 $     

Livingry Foundation 2,500 $        2,500.00 $     

Nextant 2,500 $        2,500.00 $     

SolarWorld California 1,500 $        1,500.00 $     

TOTAL INCOME 13,500 $      13,500.00 $   

DIRECT EXPENSES

Venue & Meals 6,000 $        Venue, Food, Bar, AV, Technical Support 6,600.73 $     

Travel & Lodging - domestic 1,500 $        WFC staff & participants 623.52 $        

Travel - international 1,600 $        WFC staff & participants - $             

Accomodation 1,500 $        WFC staff & experts for two nights 836.65 $        

Videographer - $            300.00 $        

Honorarium & Travel for Experts 1,000 $        3,308.20 $     

Design & Printing 600 $           Invitation, program, educational material 45.00 $          

Conference Registration - $            Solar Power International 696.00 $        

Contingency - $            Misc. Expenses (food & local transportation) 325.63 $        

TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSES 12,200 $      12,735.73 $   

INDIRECT EXPENSES

WFC-USA Staff 2,000 $        Outreach, organizing, overhead 2,500.00 $     

Consultant - $            Fundraising, organizing 650.00 $        

TOTAL INDIRECT EXPENSES 2,000 $        3,150.00 $     

TOTAL EXPENSES 14,200 $      15,885.73 $   

Renewable Energy Payment Workshop Budget


Renewable Energy Payment Workshop Participants
N.B. Not all attendees signed in
	Name
	Organization, Title

	Antheil, Mike
	Florida Alliance for Renewable Energy, Executive Director

	Auguillon, Cecilia
	Kyocera Solar,  Director Business Development and Government Relations

	Barth, Bianca
	World Future Council

	Bill Rever, 
	BP Solar,  Senior Manager Business Development 

	Bobzien, David 
	Assemblyman, Nevada House of Representatives, District 24

	Brehm, Peter
	Infinia Corporation,  VP Strategic Development & Government Relations

	Burges, John
	Knight Capital Markets,  Head of Energy

	Chadima, Steve
	Suntech Energy Solutions, VP External Affairs

	Christensen, Jon 
	

	Curtis, Julia 
	Sharp Solar,  Director of Business Strategy and Government Relations 

	DeNapoli, Peter
	SolarWorld, Manager Eastern Region

	DeVany, Gary
	Renewable Technologies, Inc., Executive Vice President

	Douglas, Paul 
	California Public Utility Commission, RPS Program Manager

	Dowds, Curtis M.  
	The Renewables Choice LLC,  Principal

	Drexinger, John
	Vanguard Energy Partners 

	Egglefield, Damon
	Mirasol FAFCO Solar 

	Egglefield, Scott
	Mirasol FAFCO Solar, President

	Farrell, John
	Institute for Local Self-Reliance, Minneapolis

	Foley, Todd
	BP Solar,  Director Business Development

	Fox, Kevin
	Keyes & Fox , Renewables Policy Attorney

	Franz, Damon 
	California Public Utilities Commission, Regulatory Analyst, Energy Division

	Gagnon, Janet 
	SolarWorld,  Government Relations Manager

	Galiteva, Angelina
	World Council on Renewable Energy, California

	Geesman, John
	American Council On Renewable Energy, Co-chair

	Gipe, Paul
	Wind-works.org 

	Guntherburg, Rod
	ATLAS Solar Innovations

	Hamm, Julia
	Solar Electric Power Association, Executive Director

	Hansen, Brittany
	Citizens Climate Lobby

	Harriman, Thomas R.
	Harrimans Inc.,  Solar Energy Solutions

	Harris, Glenn 
	SunCentric Incorporated,  CEO

	Hayes, Randy
	World Future Council

	Henri, Joe 
	SunEdison San Francisco, CA, Director, Regulatory Affairs and New Markets, West Coast 

	Herig, Christy
	Solar Electric Power Association, Regional Director

	Hummel, Holmes
	

	Karelas, Andreas
	Center for Resource Solutions, Program Analyst

	Karnas, Gerald
	EDF Florida,  Florida Climate Project Director

	Katz, Andy
	Breathe California

	King, Jimmy 
	J. King Solar

	King, Natalie 
	J. King Solar

	Krieger, David
	WFC Councillor, President Nuclear Age Peace Foundation 

	Kuchler, Nicole 
	ATLAS Solar Innovations

	LaPlaca, Nancy
	

	Lewis, Craig 
	Greenvolts,  VP of Government Relations

	Lindenstadt, Glen
	Shangri-La Solar 

	Maedl, Marcus 
	

	Middleton, Ted
	Sun Net Zero, LLC,  Chief Operating Officer

	Morlesín, Alonso
	TCT Solar

	Nicholas, Tom
	Solar Electric Power Association, Regional Director

	Pavley, Fran
	Former California State Representative, Candidate for State Senate

	Pierobon, Jim
	Pierobon & Partners LLC

	Poore, Dan
	Noveda Technologies,  CEO

	Powers, Bill 
	Border Power Plant Working Group

	Ratner, Roy 
	ATLAS Solar Innovations

	Rawlings, Lyle
	Advanced Solar Products, Inc,  CEO

	Richter, Daniel
	Citizens Climate Lobby

	Rickerson, Wilson
	Rickerson Energy Strategies, LLC, President

	Rodriguez, David L.
	R&D Holdings,  President

	Rose, Gwen
	Vote Solar

	Sen, Sidhartha
	Nexant Petrochemical Group,  Principal

	Shaw, Polly
	Suntech America, Inc. Director of External Relations

	Smith, Reed 
	ATLAS Solar Innovations

	Stein, David A.  
	Gosunandwind, LLC President

	Stierstorfer, Johannes
	Phoenix Solar AG,  Deputy Head of Business Development

	Stoltzfus, Elizabeth
	California Public Utility Commission

	Strassman, Marc
	Ecotopia

	Stryi-Hipp, Gerhard
	Bundesverband Solarwirtschaft (German Solar Industry Association), Managing Director

	Townley, David 
	Infinia Corporation,  VP US Sales & Marketing

	Wagner, Nicholas
	German American Chamber of Commerce, Inc, California Branch

	White, James
	Chelan County Public Utility District

	White, John 
	Center for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Technologies,  Executive Director

	Yenamandra, Raju 
	SolarWorld,  Senior Director Americas

	Zensky, Paul
	Vanguard Energy Partners

	Zichella, Carl
	Sierra Club, California Nevada Hawaii Regional Office, Western Renewable  Projects Director


